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Reply to Office action of July 7, 2006 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (canceled) 

Claim 2 (currently amended): A food slicing apparatus, comprising: 

a) an enclosure to support therein food to be sliced, the enclosure having an 
access opening; 

b) a guide for guiding a blade to slice food supported within the enclosure; 

c) a stop to at least partially obstruct the guide;-afi4 

d) a cover for the access opening, the cover moveable relative to the enclosure 
from an open position to a closed positionff. H: and 

e) a linkaoe assemblv to connect t he cover connect e d t o at least one of the 
guide and the stop , the linkage assemblv to displace the guide and the stop relative to 
one another as the cover moves relative to the enclosure from the open position to the 
closed position , so that when the cover is in an open position the stop at least partially 
obstructs the guide. 

Claim 3 (currently amended): A food slicing apparatus according to claim[[s]] A-ef-2, 
wherein the stop is presented near at least one end of the guide. 

Claim 4 (currently amended): A food slicing apparatus according to claim[[s]] A-e^2, 
wherein the stop is at least two stops presented near each end of the guide. 
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Claim 5 (currently amended): A food slicing apparatus according to claim[[s]] 3-oM-, 
wherein the stop is spaced from an inside wall of the enclosure a sufficient extent to 
retain therebetween the blade. 

Claim 6 (currently amended): A food slicing apparatus according to any on e of 
claim[[s]]^l-te-§_2, further compr i s i ng a w herein the linkage assembly [[to]] connects the 
stop to the cover. 

Claim 7 (original): A food slicing apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the linkage 
assembly comprises a slotted arm. 

Claim 8 (original): A food slicing apparatus according to claim 6, wherein the linkage 
assembly comprises a curved slotted arm having one end connected to the cover, and 
the stop presenting a pin for sliding fit within the curved slotted portion of the curved 

slotted arm. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): A food slicing apparatus according to any on e of 
claim[[s]]^l-tG-8_2, wherein the guide guides the blade substantially in a plane to slice 
food supported within the enclosure. 

Claim 10 (original): A food slicing apparatus according to claim 9, further comprising a 
contact surface to engage the blade, the contact surface connected to the cover and 
moveable relative to the guide, so that as the cover is displaced to an open position the 
contact surface is displaced to at least partially cross the plane of the guide. 

Claim 11 (currently amended): A food slicing apparatus according to claim [[10]]_9, 
further comprising a contact surface to engage the blade, and wherein the cover is 
connected to at least one of the contact surface and the guide to displace the contact 
surface and the guide relative to one another, so that as the cover is displaced to an 
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open position tlie contact surface is displaced to at least partially cross the plane of the 
guide. 

Claim 12 (currently amended): A food slicing apparatus according to claim[[s]] 40-9^1 1 , 
wherein the contact surface is connected to the stop. 

Claim 13 (currently amended): A food slicing apparatus according to claim[[s]] 10 or 1 1 , 
wherein the stop is at least two stops presented near each end of the guide, and the 
contact surface is connected to each stop and extends therebetween. 

Claim 14 (currently amended): A food slicing apparatus according to any on e of 
claimffsH 10 to 13 11. wherein the contact surface is part of a support with the enclosure 
to support food to be sliced. 

Claim 15 (original): A food slicing apparatus according to claim 14, wherein the support 
is in the form of a cradle and the contact surface forms the sides thereof. 

Claim 16 (currently amended): A food slicing apparatus according to any on e of 
clalm[[s]] 1 to 15_ 2, further comprising an abutting surface presented within the 
enclosure and moveable relative thereto to engage at least one side of food supported 
within the enclosure so that the food can be sliced. 

Claim 17 (original): A food slicing apparatus according to claim 16, further comprising 
an actuator presented outside of the enclosure and connected to the abutting surface to 
displace the abutting surface relative to the enclosure. 

Claim 18 (original): A food slicing apparatus according to claim 17, wherein the actuator 
is biased to normally present the abutting surface away from where food is supported 
within the enclosure. 
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Claim 19 (original): A food slicing apparatus according to clainn 18, wherein the actuator 
is a compressible handle. 


Claim 20 (currently amended): A food slicing apparatus according to any on e of 
claim[[s]] 16 to 19, wherein the abutting surface and the actuator are provided by the 
cover. 

Claim 21 (currently amended): A food slicing apparatus according to any on e of 
claim[[s]] 1 to 20_ 2, wherein one end of the blade extends outwardly of the enclosure 
along one side of the guide. 

Claim 22 (original): A food slicing apparatus according to claim 21, wherein the end of 
the blade that extends outwardly of the enclosure is provided with a handle. 

Claim 23 (currently amended): A food slicing apparatus according to claim[[s]] 21 or 22, 
wherein the other end of the blade is provided with a blade stop that is slideable within a 
channel provided by the enclosure along the other side of the guide. 

Claim 24 (canceled) 

Claim 25 (currently amended): A food slicing apparatus, comprising: 

a) an enclosure to support food therein to be sliced, the enclosure having an 
access opening; 

b) a guide for guiding a blade substantially in a plane to slice food supported 
within the enclosure; 

c) a contact surface to engage the blade;-an4 

d) a cover for the access opening, the cover moveable relative to the enclosure 
from an open position to a closed positionfr.n : and 

e) a linkage assemblv to connect t he cover connect e d t o at least one of the 

contact surface and the guide , the linkage assemblv to displace the contact surface and 
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the guide relative to one anotiie r as the cover moves relative to the enclosure from tiie 
open position to the closed position, so that as the cover is moved to the open position 
the contact surface is at least partially across the plane of the guide , so that as th e 
cov e r Is displac e d to an op e n posit i on th e contact surfac e is d i splac e d to at l e ast 
part i ally cross th e p i ano of the guid e. 

Claim 26 (canceled) 

Claim 27 (new): A food slicing apparatus according to claim 25, wherein the linkage 
assembly connects the contact surface to the cover. 

Claim 28 (new): A food slicing apparatus according to claim 27, wherein the linkage 
assembly comprises a curved slotted amn having one end connected to the cover, and 
the contact surface presenting a pin for sliding fit within the curved slotted portion of the 
curved slotted arm. 

Claim 29 (new): A food slicing apparatus according to claim 28, wherein the contact 
surface is part of a support with the enclosure to support food to be sliced. 

Claim 30 (new): A food slicing apparatus according to claim 29, wherein the support is 
in the fomn of a cradle and the contact surface forms the sides thereof. 
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